Memo : Slavery in the USA

· The Triangular Trade
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It was called the triangular trade because of the triangular shape that the three legs of the journey made. The first leg was the journey from Europe to Africa where goods were exchanged for slaves. The second, or middle, leg of the journey was the transportation of slaves to the Americas. It was nicknamed the 'middle passage.' The third and final leg of the journey was the transport of goods from the Americas back to Europe. 

· Timeline : 

1607 : 1st permanent English settlement in the New World established at Jamestown, Virginia.

1619 : Dutch slave trader arrives at Jamestown and exchanges cargo of Africans for food.

1638 : the 1st public auction of 23 individuals is held in Jamestown.

1640s-1660s : various colonies set out laws formally legalizing slavery and establishing lifetime servitude to make slavery a permanent condition for Africans.

1750 : slaves account for 20% of the colonies’ total population, over 40% of the population of Virginia.

1774-1786 : all the colonies have banned slavery.
1787 : Constitutional Convention adopts the “3/5 rule” declaring slaves to be worth a fraction of a free man for purposes of taxation and representation. Constitution is approved, extending slavery for 20 years.

1793 : Congress passes the “Fugitive Slave Act” enabling slave owners to retrieve runaway slaves in free states and territories.

1808 : Importation of slaves is outlawed by Congress but ships continue bringing slaves from Africa to the US.

1849 : Abraham Lincoln proposes legislation to free and compensate slaves in the District of Columbia. It fails.

1859 : The last ship carrying African slaves to the USA arrives in Mobile, Alabama. 

1861 : Civil war breaks out.

1865 : Civil War ends. Congress passes the 13th Amendment to the Constitution, abolishing slavery throughout the United States.

1865-1877 : Reconstruction. Blacks briefly gain voting rights and other freedoms, including equal protection under the law.
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