Memo : The Royal Family

Queen Elizabeth II was born on April 21, 1926 in London. Her birthday is officially celebrated in Britain on the 3rd Saturday of June each year. Queen Elizabeth II is a 'constitutional monarch'. This means that although she is officially the head of the state, the country is actually run by the government, led by the Prime Minister. The Queen lives at Buckingham Palace. Queen Elizabeth II ascended the throne on February 6, 1952 upon the death of her father, King George VI. Her Coronation, at Westminster Abbey, followed on June 2, 1953. Queen Elizabeth II is the United Kingdom's Head of State. She is queen of 16 former British colonies, including Australia, Canada and New Zealand and head of the Commonwealth, a multinational body created after the dissolution of the British empire. As Head of State, the Queen goes on official State visits abroad. She also invites other world leaders to come to the United Kingdom. The Queen is also the Head of the Armed Forces. She is the only person who can declare when the country is at war and when war is over, although she must take advice from her government first. The Queen is Head of the Church of England - a position that all British monarchs have held since it was founded by Henry VIII in the 1530s. The Queen represents the nation at times of great celebration or sorrow. As Head of State, The Queen maintains close contact with the Prime Minister, with whom she has a weekly audience when she is in London. 

The Queen’s family : she has 3 sons (Charles, Andrew and Edward) and 1 daughter (Anne). She has 7 grand-children.
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