Memo : School in England and in the USA

- School in England : Education is free and compulsory for all children from 5 to 16. They begin with primary education at the age of five and this usually lasts until they are eleven. Then they move to secondary school, there they stay until they reach 16, 17 or 18. The children attend school from Monday to Friday, from 08:55 to 15:15.

There are three main types of secondary schools : Comprehensive schools are open to all children / Grammar schools require an entrance exam, they are selective schools / High schools. 

At the age of 16, students take an exam called the GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education). All students are tested in mathematics, English literature, English composition, chemistry, biology, physics, history. After completing the GCSE, some students leave school, others go to technical college, whereas others continue at high school for two more years and take the A levels (or GCE, General Certificate of Education), in three or four subjects. 

Most schools in England require children to wear a school uniform. 

- School in the USA: Most Americans attend twelve years of primary and secondary school. With a secondary school ("high school") diploma or certificate, a student can enter college. In the USA there is not a national system of education. Each of the 50 states has its own laws regulating education. Marks in most US schools are A, B, C, D, and F with an A being excellent and an F being failure. During the final year of high school, most students take the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) which is a national college entrance examination. 

Primary and Secondary School begins around age 6. They attend 5 or 6 years of primary school. Next they go to secondary school, which consists of either 2 three- year programs or a three-year and a four-year program. These are called "middle school" or "junior high school" and "senior high school" (often just called "high school"). Americans call these 12 years "grades." 

Higher Education: After finishing high school (twelfth grade), U.S. students may go on to college or university. College or university study is known as "higher education." 

In American schools you usually sit individually, but in the UK you sit in a group of 2 or more (Australia and South Africa single desks). Uniform is worn at nearly every school in the Commonwealth, however in the US not many schools wear a uniform - only private schools.
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Boys�
Girls�
�
White Shirt�School tie (optional in most primary schools)�Jumper or sweater with the school logo on. The colour is the choice of the schools.�Black shoes


Long grey or black trousers (shorts may be worn in summer)�
Like boys


Girls may wear skirts �During the summer term girls often wear summer school dresses.�
�
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